
RESOLUTION NUMBER 20                                                                                                                     

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 2998 MAKING PUBLIC ALL FEDERAL RECORDS RELATED TO THE 

COUNTER INTELLIEGNCE PROGRAM (COINTELPRO) 

 

WHEREAS, it has come to our attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

Representative Bobby Rush of the first Congressional District of Illinois has introduced  H.R. 2998 in United 

States House of Representatives to make public all government records related to the operations of the Counter 

Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO) of the United States Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI); and  

WHEREAS, the COINTELPRO was initiated by J. Edgar Hoover then the Director of the FBI and operated 

covertly and illegally from 1956–1971; and  

WHEREAS,  COINTELPRO was a series of illegal and covert operations, maneuvers and projects conducted 

by the FBI aimed at surveilling, infiltrating, discrediting, disrupting and destroying domestic American activist 

and political organizations that Hoover determined were a menace to the “American way of life” of the 

segregation era; and   

WHEREAS, according to federal records so far made public the COINTELPRO targeted a list of groups, 

individuals and movements to discredit, disrupt and destroy their work for equity and social justice; and  

WHEREAS, a partial list of individuals targeted by the COINTELPRO to discredit and disrupt included Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr, Dr. Angela Davis, Malcolm X, Fred Hampton and Assata Shakur; and   

WHEREAS, a partial list of organizations and movements targeted by the COINTELPRO to discredit and 

disrupt included the American Indian Movement (AIM), the Anti-Vietnam War Movement, the Black Panthers, 

the US Organization, the Civil Rights Movement, the Black Power Movement, environmental and animal rights 

organizations, the Nation of Islam and the Puerto Rican Independence Movement; and     

WHEREAS, records made available so far show that the FBI, under the COINTELPRO, used a number of 

illegal tactics and covertly infiltrated and wire-tapped various organizations and movements, distributed mis-

information, provoked in-fighting, caused dissension, disrupted operations and in some cases financed armed 

groups and individuals to attack others; and   

WHEREAS, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover issued directives governing COINTELPRO, ordering FBI agents to 

"expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit, or otherwise neutralize" the activities of these movements and especially 

their leaders; and   

WHEREAS, the program was secret until 1971, when several FBI dossiers related to it were leaked to the news 

media which led to a published article by the Washington Post exposing the program and its attacks on civil 

liberties; and  

WHEREAS, additional documents that were revealed in the course of separate lawsuits filed against the FBI 

by NBC correspondent Carl Stern and others led to the establishment of the 1976 US Senate Select Committee 

to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities; and  

WHEREAS, the final report of the Select Committee castigated the conduct of the intelligence community in 

its domestic operations, since the 1920s, including the COINTELPRO. The committee report in part stated: 

“The Committee finds that the domestic activities of the intelligence community at times violated 

specific statutory prohibitions and infringed the constitutional rights of American citizens. The legal 

questions involved in intelligence programs were often not considered. On other occasions, they were 

intentionally disregarded in the belief that because the programs served the ‘national security’ the law 

did not apply. While intelligence officers on occasion failed to disclose to their superiors programs 

which were illegal or of questionable legality, the Committee finds that the most serious breaches of 

duty were those of senior officials, who were responsible for controlling intelligence activities and 

generally failed to assure compliance with the law. Many of the techniques used would be intolerable in 
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a democratic society even if all of the targets had been involved in violent activity, but COINTELPRO 

went far beyond that ... the Bureau conducted a sophisticated vigilante operation aimed squarely at 

preventing the exercise of First Amendment rights of speech and association, on the theory that 

preventing the growth of dangerous groups and the propagation of dangerous ideas would protect the 

national security and deter violence.”  

 

WHEREAS, H.R. 2998 introduced by Representative Bobby L. Rush, who was a founding member of the 

Illinois Chapter of the Black Panthers,  would make public all government records of this illegal FBI operation 

for public knowledge, review, understanding and discussion.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 

goes on record in support of H.R. 2998 and urges its passage. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to 

prepare a formal copy of this Resolution to the end that it may be presented to those deemed appropriate by the 

Sponsor.   

Introduced this 14th day of  May, 2021 by: 

The Honorable John Collins-Muhammad, Alderman 21st Ward  

 

Adopted this 14th  day of May 2021 as attested by:  

  

  

 

_______________________       __________________________  

Terry Kennedy            Lewis E. Reed  

Clerk, Board of Aldermen      President, Board of Aldermen 
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